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LETTERS TOTHE EDITOR .

Khomeini is not the answer to Iran’s prayers

Sir,—While I would suppoxrt
Prof, Sanai (Letters, January
20) in his reasoned plea for
elections to be held scon in
Iran, so that the will of the
people can ke determined, I
would suggest that there are
a number of facts which ke
has Jeft out of account.

The_Shah and both his re
cent Prime Ministers have
made it clear that they
favour free elections, How-
ever, the two prominent
op) umtmn Ieaders, Dr San-

g the  Ayatollah

humem:. have made it
equally clear that they will
not participate in any, elec-
tigns underc the present con-
stitution.

Indeed, if the presen! legzl
gnvernment were to hold
elections now, it is probable
that the opposition would
boycott them, and on its re-
cent record ene.would expect
massive intimidation to pre.
vent upholders of the present
Eonsﬂtu.uon going to the

Both opposition  Ieaders
have obvious reasons for re-
sing to recognise the
Shah’s regime. The Ayalollah
has grounds for personal
animosity towards the Shah's
family; and Dr Sanjabi
knows tha1 he has little hops
of coming to power through
the ballot hox unless
aligns himself with the Ayn-
tollah's supparters,
The Ayatollzh ls obviously

not willing to use constitu-
tional means to bring about
change, and will continue to
rely on emotional appeal
through mass demonstrations.
In fact the Ayatollah is plan-
ning a_coup, and this. is far
more “likely’ and dangerous
than- the alleged threat of an
army coup.
*:It is not really relevant to
question whether the army is
pnmauly loyal to the Shah
to ‘the constitution, It

would be bound in any case
to respond to an_Islamic
coup attempt, which would
be aimed at both the Shah
and the constitution. The
anly lefal way for the oppo-
sition to gain power would
be for the Regency Council
te remove Dr Bakhtiar and
appoint Khomeini’s nominee
as Prime Minister and secure
the approval of Parliament,

There are still millions of
Iranis, of various religious
ersuasions, who favoilr the
ghah and who enjoyed the
freedom of his rule. They
rightly fear the Islamic:im-
perialism  with. which _their
nation is threatened—Yours

David Ransome.
Penwertham,
Preston PR1 ORD,

Sir—Prof, Sanai (Letters,
January 20) wants Dr Bakh-
tiar to dissolve the; Majlis
and set a date for elections
so that the ballot box: may
decide Iran's future. How

The Ayatollah:
heading jor a coup?

good and sensible. I_very
mich heope that", the Prime
Minister of Iran -does some-
thing of the kind soon; that
the Iranian people, who un-
fortunately "have not had
much of a grounding in the
give-and-talke of parliament-
ary politics over the past 25
years, can handle it: and
that the army tolerates what
certain of its officers prob.
ably do regard as this demo-

cratic nonsense lnng ennugh‘

to_let-them,

In short, I hope that the
bravery - of those who, .over
the past months, have died
before_the Shah’s guns is re-
warded by something like a
government that has the sup-

The Government must act to be believed

Sir, — It is a somewhat
chastening experience as an
MP on the Government's
back benches to ﬂnd the

clared is a case in point; the
actual effect might well be
limited, but the declaration
would serve as a personal
direct to the public

most acute- on_the
present turmoil In Britain
coming from an American
pﬂ)‘.bfessnr .(Letters, Januaxy
23

What he has identified is
the vacuum now-at the heart
of our situation. He is wrong
to_ discount altogether the
value of verha! persunsion.

or ‘“jaw-boning™ it has,
after all, been a connderable
weapon ‘in bringing infation
down to manageable levels in
the past year and is almost
certainly the reason why pul-
lic anger mnow is directed
against the. strikers rather
than the Government (as
compared with 1874 when it
was felt that Edward Heath
had called' calamity on his
own head by his rigidity and
legalism).

But "there .comes a time
when the psychology of the
situation’ demands that per
suaslon is underpinned with
al ; If the moment is mis.
sed, the Government loses its
authority. The vacillation as
1o whether or not a State of
Emergency should be de
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that ‘the Government is
1akmg control.

As it is, the message most
people are getting derives
from their personal experi-
ence of no trains, ungritted
roads, neglected ital
patients, and uncertain food
supplies. No nation should be
allowed to feel so inadequate.

There is really no excuse
for the hundred or so Minis-
ters, with only a few excep.
tions, to adopt such
breathtaking reticence at this
time. What they should be
dumg1 is spelling out to sec-
tion; interests that, though
they can win their immediate
battle fora wage claim, they
will ultimately lose, along

with the rest of the nation,
the final battle for sutrvival,
—Yours faithfully,
Eric Moonman, MP.
(Lab., Basﬂdon),
House of Commons,
London SW1A 0AA

Sif, — The announcement
by Mr Hattersley that a
freeze order on road hau-
liers' charges “would not be
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appropriate at this time"™ is
remarkable: even when
judged on_his record for
weasel words.

Why did he not reach this
decision weeks ago and save
the country irom chaos and
hardship and the Labour
Movement from humiliation ?,

Roy D. Roebuck,

8 Gray's Inn Square,

London WCILR 5BA

Sir, — - Let us glve a lead
to the country and show that
are whole-heartedly
‘nehind Mr Callaghan’s policy
by refusing to pay one iota
above 5 per cent on our rate
demands in 1979, — Yours

faithfully,
R. H. Parry,
Llanferres, .
Mold, Clwyd.

Sir, — It :used to be said
that the ultimate alm of a
successful strike was to enlist
the support of public sym-
g Now many strikers

elieve they will achieve
their  aim more readily by
creating public fear and
appmhenslon_ — Yours truly,

(Rev.) George Whitfield.

31 Fox.holes I,

Exmou!
Devon nks 2DQ.
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port of the Iranian people.

But. let us have none of
this talk of Khomeini's, or
Islam's, superior claim te
democratic credentials. The
democratic bits in neither
Christianity nor Islam (are
there not a few in Chris-
tianity also ?) prevented very
large paris of Europe and
the Mtddle East being ruled,
for centuries, by govern-
ments which did not even try
to claim anv demacratic legi-

tima ut which none ths
less enforced the practice of
their respective religions.

That no Western nation
has ever managed to dempe-
ratise its political life withs
out secularising the state to
a rather large extent should
not need pointing out.

1 was fortunate enough to
leave Iran last July, having
worked there for two years.
A few weeks earlier Isfahan
had had its initial modest
share of the unrest; palnt
thrown over a book display
organised by the Christian
Hnspital. and petrul ‘bombs
thrown. ' into liquor shops

owned * by the long-suffering
.Armentans AllL- presumably,
+tolerant and demo-
cratlc spirit of Ayatollah J,
S. Mill.—Yours falihfully,
Andrew Knapp,
Lincoln College,
Oxford.

Sir, — Martin Woollacott’s
most sympathetic profile of

Quango tango

Sir, — Ybu report (Janu-
ary 18) thatt #the Housing
Corporation'. . , wants sweep-

ing changes in the manage-
5 and control of its

ment

accounts after the confirma-
tion of a £6 millions deficit
last year”

Does it, indeed? How
rihright and objemve, how
brave of Sir Lou Sherm:
offer us such z concealed
apologia 2 month after he
was obliged to withdraw
from Parliament the audited
accounts of his quasi-national
government organisation.,

r the pure quality of its
impertinence, pmfamn
does a demand for mora
Housing Corporauon staff,
t.hls statement surely, qual-

ifies to_be nominatéd as
%uanga Bluff of the Year, =
ours faithfully,
nuglas Pollard,
127 Venner Road,
Leondon SE26 5 HU,
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the Ayatollah ~ Khomeini
(January 22) omitted to men-
tion' some of the Ayatollah’s
less pleasant features. The
antisemitic opinions of thig
cleric are becoming well
known.

It_was under the influence
of Iran's religious leaders
that Jews have experienced
such attacks hefore. As re-
cenfly as the time when the
Shah’s father ascended the
throme Iran’s- Jewish com-
munity had few, if any,
rights and was among the
most downtrodden minorities
in the world. .

In addition to the esti-
mated 80,000 Jews in Iran
there are  sizeable communis
ties of Christians and Bahais.
Theyistoo: .are now forming
the tirgets for the Ayatal-
lah'’s outbursts. -

Ypur'correspondent quotecl
a , sentence from a
wiitten by the Ayatollah.
“Islam is the religion of
ﬁgmlr}rs .for freedom, who
urs justice and righ-
eousness" In the light of
the above one is left wonder-
ing just what those concepts
mean to the Ayatollah, The
safel;y and possibly the lives
many  thousands of
franians may depend upon it
- Ynurs faithfully,

‘European Pa
ary 20)

Language

barriers

Sir—I know that third
leaders on Saturday mornings
deal wusually with the Jess
central issues of ur lives
and can be excused - their
ministerial tones. Even so0 it

is important on occasion to -

think a little more deeply
than was evident in your
comments on  the use of
mingrity Imgluages at_ the
iament (Janu.
There ate two paoints to be
borne in mind, one of
cully, and, one ot Joiiel
rinciple. The imj ce
fhe ﬁt?st is obvious. That of
second i5 ‘'mot 50
obwous—at least to your
leader writer—but 1 number
of contempora puhl.ical
theorists have shoyn it in
fact to be of profound im-
E:rtanca and not merely for
e minorities themselves, |
addressed the
Parliament in
only - practical
prob'em was_the one which
1 had written out
my sreech in Welsh and pro-
the interpreters with
an English translafion. The
Belgian President was un-
aware that I wis.speaking
Welsh because he was listen-
ing through headphones to a
French _interpreter, and
was only when an oﬂlcxal

When I

Jonathan Arkush. ointed out to him what I
1 V‘eru]am Buildings, a'ag doing that he inters
- Gray's T rupted me. -
London. WCIR 51Q. The practical problem was
mine in that I had to read a
Tﬂu Order speech £rum al Jpiece of plper
d of making
good are
from the h
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eart.
s not so easy in the
space of a letter tu show the
imporwnce of malnlaining as

uch and
pulitleal dwenity as ossible
on our s‘hriﬂ!dns Elobe, Can
I give two quotations whil
at least hint  at Ihldden
depths ?
Sartre, speaking of the
Basque language under an
admittedly de!iﬂa 1e Casttilian

. “to speak
an oppressed language
itself a revolutionary act md
is to attack capitalism at its
softest spot.”

Yves Person, referring fo
the positivism sadly adopted
2s much by secialits gs by
capitalists, polntgd out lhat
this mechanistic mhilusnphy'
#“has pervaded one of

leftist thinkin Icl.ding it
the notion the Ut
‘Universal Repuhtuu wose

“wna dheat. tod ater
equal but identical i r-
chan,

Had I 5000 words avalls
able to me I wauld have
bE:;ehappv to develop the

Tom Ellis, I\I.E.P
" House of Commons,
Londen, SW1A 0AA..

Juries: where a lifetime’s
experience counts for nought

Sir, In your leader
nhnut jurles (Januaty 19)
you say the fundamental
principle is  that jurors

should be selected at ran-
dom, In one important re-
spect Parliament itself has
said this should not be so,

A jJury can include
someone who is still at
school, but not someone with
a lifetime’s experlence if he
or she is over 65. This is
hecause all persons aver 65
have been disqualified as
jurors by a statutory provi-
sion which slipped through,
almost unnoticzd, following
the Latey report.

It is dlﬂimm {0 compre-

hend why —:short of some

curious fit of prejudice —
this ve: ]arge section of the
popul is  excluded :
especlally when one con-
siders that they have the
‘knowledge of the world and
in many cases the fime for
such service, Judges and
magistrates go on until they
are seventy and more.

Jurors who are clearl
unfit to follow the proceed-
ings should be asked to stand
down, whatever their age;
and if a dodderer gets by, is
an occasional dodderer wotse
than an_ occasional villain?
Perhaps I should add that I
am well under 65. — Yours

sincerely,
John Carswell,
5 Prince Arthur Road,
ndon

Sm--Acl:mding your
report of E, P. Thompson.a
introduction to the NCCL pam-
phlei. Justice Denied (Janu-
ary 18), juri
convictions in cases involving

blasphemy and free thought,

as well as in cases involving
treasom, sedition, libel, press
freedom, and ol ty.
wish this were true, but I
don’t think it is.

. Out of the hundreds of vle-
tims of blasphemy

tions from 1676 to 1921, a:nd

now 77, virtually all
were  dutifully convicterl,
There .are _only two signifis

ant exceptions — the three
trlala of William Hone in

1817, when three jurles
acquitted for polltical reas
sons; and the e trials of

the ¥reethinker in 1883,
when two juries failed to
agree and one convicted, Un-
forfumately, even the freest
juries_are willing to convict
for religious reasons.

In this connection, necom-
ing to your report of
be lnmn of the Hull pﬁson
trial (January 16), the
ju s were vetted
whether -any of mem had
been prisoners, Were they
also velted to see whether any
them had been prison

officers?
Nll:nln ‘Walter,

anlst,
88 Is]i on High Stre|
Londn:% o

Teachers secking pay Justlce

Sir—~Hugh Hebert's salary
comparisons (January 24)
were unintentlonally mislead-
ing as far as ieachers were
concerned, and Mr Hebert
himself -acknowledges that
such comparisons must be
rough ancl ready. The 1974-8
pay ment for teachers
in fant mcludes the “ Hough-
ton" increases which were
supposed to set right the de-
cline in teachers’ pay in the
preceding years, 1965-74,

The independent 1974
Houghton inquiry was impor-
tant in another way: it
linked - the
teachers -to_those of non-
manual employees generally,
The appr Prm.te. Department

oyment index
compnrison sald
Houghton, was therefore the
Salaﬂes Index (not the earn-

1 rvey).
e Huughton report was
ted by the Government,
lnd he- Salaries Index shows

that at eé)ril 1978 teachers
would need an inecrease of at
least 20 wpm- cent to restore
their 1074 re]utiunship with
non-manual _em; 1;} By
April lD’JB the s! ortfall wlll
be more than 30 per cent.
‘The lmportance of the link
which Houghton established

salaries  of -

is that it provides and
endorses  the prim:lple ot
com arability as a fair wa

ealing with teachers’ pay
(m d the Government has re-
cently - confirmed .its _will.
ingness to see' comparability
exercises undertaken). Yet
the years of incomes }wlicy
and the fact that no fringe
or “productivity ' -extras are
given to teachers have left
them behind, Thls year the
teachers will need to restore
the link a ted by the Gov-
emmenti ig

‘This is the basls for our.
forthcoming pay_claim. 'l'he
need to restore Houghton:is
a matter which has been" dis-
cussed by union associations
all aver the country -and
agreed by our last aununl
conference. .
The teachers’ case:- s pe-

sponsible, A ‘gainstakmg In.
quiry establ| true
salary pnsiblon and the Gov-
rnment should honour its
acceptance of the results of.
that inqulry.—Ynurs faith.

Fred
" -(General Secre! .
Natltr(nul Union%cfr h’ry)(

‘sachers
Mahladon Pllee.
London WC1H 9BD.
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Sir, — Your story (Guar-
dian . Diary, January 23)
about the necTascist Almir-
ante sharing a political plat«
form in Brighton with Mr
Julian Amery links the Euro-
pean Movement, with this
meeting,

First, the chairman and
organiser of the meeting, Mr
Bill Sykes,” is not ‘a member
of this movement and we
were in ;no way coneerned
with ‘the function. Second,
this being so, I do not under-
stand how Mr Julian Amery
could have assumed the con-
trary. Third, the European
Movament either In Britain
or in Italy would never con-
sider associating itself in any
way with heo-Fascist parties.

Exnest muh.
(Director).

‘The Eurgpean Muvament,

la Whitehall Place, .
- London,.SWi,

Sir, — Martin Wainwright
(January 19) has not done
his homework. My Eneyclo-
pacdia Britannica (1963) edi-
tion) has no entry under
! Electric Light" but under
“ Lighting full credit is
given to the work of Swan.
There is also an entry under
“Swan, Sir Joseph Wilson ™
in_ which his priority is
acknow!

The Laroussa Dictionnaire
des Découvertes Scientifi-
s, ) e
en " " puts n
before  Edison, and @ the
E ilfwh inventor _Frederick

oleyns’ before Swan. :But
de Moleyns's %te;nt
lamra of 1841 had not 1m:or-
porated an evacuated bulb,
and so it came to nothing —
Yours faithfully,
B. V. Wells.
13 The Crest,

Widley,
Portsmouth, Hants,

r The ondon'
uﬂ:or:tg u lnstng £1 milllm
a weele because o Iy
drwert sirike, nof £l millhm

g inadvertently stated
on this.page yesterday.
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‘Sir/~How right ‘that Lon.
don's Centre Point should be
selectdd as an Historic Build-
lnz (Guardian, January 23).

Mr Pooley is quue right in
deseribing it “as “ of monu.
mental or simbolic signifi«

nce. better
monament is there to man's
ﬁmd ignorance, and stupis

And no doubt there will be
other. monuments erected in
the mame- of "rlevelnpmem B
at _the of _economic
stability: to indtvidual city,
and nation, until such time
a5 & correct foundation for
taxation, is established and
the imcome from the value of
land s restored -to its.right-
ful owner, the commupity
which ereates ' it, — Yours

flll:hlu'l ¥,

§ .11 . Bllishtard chlmn.
.11 Watren Stree
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